
SIGVARIS has launched the UlceRx Therapy Solution Kit, a medically-
effective compression stocking kit for the treatment of venous leg 
ulcers. The SIGVARIS UlceRx Therapy Solution Kit consists of two 
underliner stockings and two 30-40 mmHg graduated medical 
compression stockings, allowing the patient to wear one set while 
washing the other.
“UlceRx Therapy Solution Kit provides an alternative, superior 
option to using bandages for wound care. Its proven medical 
benefits along with improved comfort and reduced pain for the 
patient make UlceRx the treatment choice for medical professionals 
providing wound care solutions,” said Jonas Thelin, SIGVARIS 
North America Marketing Director.
In a recent medical study, [The treatment of venous leg ulcers with 
a specifically designed compression stocking kit; F. Mariani, et.al.; 
Phlebologie, September 2008], 96.2% of the participating patients 
achieved complete closure of their wound with the use of the UlceRx 
stocking kit (70% complete wound closure rate with traditional 
bandages) and healed ulcers up to 4cm in diameter twice as fast as 
compared to bandage wrapping. 
Additionally, patients using the UlceRx therapy solution reported that 
pain at night and in the morning was absent with the use of SIGVARIS 
UlceRx Kit, whereas patients using bandages experienced markedly 
stronger pain when bandages were applied and removed, and while 
walking. This is notable because most patients suffering from venous 
ulcers experience significant, ongoing pain from the wound.
One of the pain-reducing factors of the UlceRx Therapy Solution Kit is 
the underliner stocking, with which only cotton touching the wearer’s 
skin. This outer layer of fabric also provides a “glide” which enables 
the outer stocking to be put on more easily, reducing the pain and 
discomfort of applying compression to a wound. 

the Volume 2, Issue 3  Summer 2009

New Product Announcement:
SIGVARIS launches UlceRx® therapy solution kit

Medical professionals who work in wound care are already giving 
UlceRx fantastic reviews. “What a great invention, as I have struggled 
with [other compression garments or bandage] donning as well as 
the patients’ [compliance], leading to failure, non-healing and even 
displacement of tissue,” said Charlotte Osborne, RN, CWCA of 
Cascade Valley Hospital Wound Care Clinic in Arlington, WA.
Consistent compression and ease of donning make the UlceRx 
Therapy Solution Kit best suited for the following types of patients:
•	 A patient who cannot return on a regular basis to the medical 

clinic for bandage change
•	 A patient who is experiencing pain and/or swelling at night or 

in the morning due to their venous leg ulcer
•	 A patient who has no assistance at home for bandage application 

or removal
•	 Home health care patients, as bandages used in wound care 

treatment are normally changed twice per week, and home 
health care is usually only insurance-covered for one weekly visit

Medical professionals can prescribe the 
UlceRx underliner separately and the 
underliner can be used with different 
compression levels or styles of 
graduated medical stockings. 
For more information on the 
UlceRx Therapy Solution Kit 
or to receive a copy of the 
Mariani study, please email 
sigvariscares@sigvaris.com 
or call 1-800-322-7744.

The SIGVARIS UlceRx reduces pain and 
speeds healing for patients to successfully 
complete their venous leg ulcer treatment.
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Underliner 503 Overstocking



Want to become a certified SIGVARIS dealer?  
Take our fitter training seminar  

to become certified today!

2009 Fitter Seminar Schedule
September: Baltimore, MD

Chicago, IL
Ann Arbor, MI
Oakland, CA
Laguna Woods, CA

October: Ft. Lauderdale, FL
Cincinnati, OH
Atlanta, GA
Ocala, FL
Charlotte, NC
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Medical News:
SIGVARIS sponsors Healthy 
Advice Dermatology Network
Beginning in September 2009, SIGVARIS will sponsor educational 
programming about varicose vein prevention and treatment in 
dermatology offices nationwide as part of an expanded partnership 
with Healthy Advice Networks, the nation’s leading provider of 
physician office-based patient-education programs. A SIGVARIS 
educational video about the causes of Chronic Venous Insufficiency 
and resulting conditions like varicose veins will play every thirty 
minutes in more than 1400 participating doctors’ offices within 
their Dermatology Network, and free SIGVARIS consumer education 
brochures will also be available. Viewers will be directed to the 
SIGVARIS website to find a local certified SIGVARIS dealer.
Targeting men and women who often suffer from swollen legs and 
ankles and who may not be aware of the health risks involved, 
SIGVARIS is striving to educate consumers about the benefits of 
compression therapy garments to help reduce these risks while 
relieving discomfort and preventing vein disease progression. 
“SIGVARIS believes education is critical in reducing the risk of leg vein 
health issues and compression therapy not only relieves pain but helps 
prevent more serious problems. Most people who are experiencing 
swelling in their legs and feet don’t realize they may have symptoms 
of early-stage vein disease which can result in varicose veins or even 
deep vein thrombosis. A simple change to SIGVARIS socks or pantyhose 
can reduce the likelihood of these health issues tremendously. We are 
thrilled to partner with Healthy Advice Networks. We are impressed 
with their commitment to delivering high-quality, easy-to-understand 
patient information and we could think of no better place to educate 
people how to decrease the pain and appearance issues caused from 
tired, achy legs or swollen ankles and feet than in their own doctors’ 
offices,” said Judith Brannan, SIGVARIS Education Manager.
Healthy Advice Networks delivers patient-education programs in 
Cardiology, Women’s Health, Pediatrics, Gastroenterology, Urology, 
Dermatology, and Rheumatology. Healthy Advice Networks also 
has primary care programs in both physicians’ waiting rooms and 
exam room. Over 50,000 primary care and specialty physicians 
throughout the U.S. have chosen Healthy Advice as their patient-
education provider, making Healthy Advice the largest and fastest 
growing health-information company with programs in both the 
physician waiting room and exam room. For more information, visit 
www.sigvarisusa.com or www.HealthyAdviceNetworks.com. 

SIGVARIS in the News:
SIGVARIS appears in Inside 
Healthcare Magazine
The May 2009 issue of Inside Healthcare magazine, the industry 
magazine for healthcare executives, features SIGVARIS in their Health 
Solutions section. This publication is distributed to more than 30,000 
senior healthcare executives nationwide. The online version of the 
story is viewable at http://www.inside-healthcare.com.
Formerly known as Health Executive Magazine, their 30,000 readers 
represent some of the most powerful executives in the healthcare 
industry today. Each month, Inside Healthcare covers technology, 
management, best practices, and finance/legal topics, along with a 
cover story that digs deep into an emerging trend or the thoughts of 
a forward-thinking chief executive. Each issue also contains a number 
of Corporate Spotlights—case studies that detail how healthcare 
providers are overcoming the obstacles to enhance performance and 
improve quality, safety, and the bottom line. For health executives 
considering major capital decisions, their Health Solutions section 
features case studies on the companies that provide the products and 
services you need—from medical devices to finance to health IT.
SIGVARIS strives to keep the medical community updated through 
media coverage on our products, services and business achievements, 
as part of our efforts to drive medical referrals and consumer demand to 
your business. To view ongoing media coverage of SIGVARIS, please 
visit the News/Events section of our website at www.sigvarisusa.com.

October Is American  
Pharmacist Month:
Call your 
SIGVARIS 
representative 
for a special 
promotion on 
our 146 / 186 
Casual Cotton!



A recent medical study from the UK, titled “Effectiveness of thigh-
length graduated compression stockings to reduce the risk of deep 
vein thrombosis after stroke (CLOTS trial 1): a multicentre, randomised 
controlled trial” has created plenty of confusion in the media. You can 
view this Covidien-sponsored study at http://tinyurl.com/CLOTStrial.
The Lancet journal study suggests that thrombosis prophylaxis 
stockings do not have the desired medical effect when used in stroke 
patients. Unfortunately, this study also is using the terms “compression 
stockings” and “support stockings” in a confusing manner when 
referring to thrombosis prophylaxis [or anti-thrombosis] stockings.

Facts: The study references compression stockings as well 
as thrombosis prophylaxis stockings and support stockings. 
However, all three terms should not be used synonymously. These 
three products differ significantly in their effect and usage. 

Medical compression stockings are considered as the basic treatment 
for venous and lymphatic system diseases. The externally-applied 
graduated compression found in medical compression stockings acts 
as a layer of muscle by gently squeezing the stretched vein walls 
together, allowing the veins to close. The cavity of the vein is reduced, 
thereby restoring blood flow to a normal state, and preventing blood 
from pooling in the legs while aiding overall leg circulation. 
Medical compression stockings are generally available in different 
compression strengths that offer varied, increasing levels of graduated 
compression pressure. Graduated compression means that the 
garment is tightest at the ankle, and gradually loosens as it rises 
up the leg. Today’s compression stockings are made of breathable, 
comfortable and skin-friendly materials. They come in different colors 
too, so fashion-conscious patients have options to choose from. 
Medical compression stockings should never be used to treat 
thrombosis prophylaxis in bedridden patients. On the contrary, their 
medical effect is best when the patient is ambulatory. The Lancet 
study focused on bedridden patients, and therefore only discussed 
thrombosis prophylaxis [anti-embolism] stockings. The Lancet study 
did NOT evaluate medical compression stockings. 
Thrombosis prophylaxis stockings, also called anti-thrombosis 
stockings, are used for thrombosis prophylaxis in bedridden or 
recently-operated patients at hospitals and nursing home facilities. 
For upright, walking and sedentary patients, the low pressure of 
these stockings is not suitable for thrombosis prophylaxis treatment or 
prevention. You can easily identify anti-thrombosis stockings because 
they are made of thin, white, knitted material. 
Support stockings also should not be confused with medical compression 
stockings. They are suitable as a preventative measure, and used when 
the wearer has healthy leg veins, or has not had a significant leg 
vein medical event, to prevent heavy, tired legs from long periods of 
standing or sitting, or to prevent leg swelling or deep vein thrombosis 
[DVT] when travelling. Support stockings should not be substituted for 
medical compression stockings for the treatment of an existing vascular 
disease, or to prevent the reoccurrence of another DVT.
Travel stockings/socks are a popular kind of compression garment (all 
SIGVARIS socks and stockings are recommended for travel), and are 
meant to be used only as a preventative measure when the wearer has 
healthy leg veins or has not had a significant leg vein medical event. 
Their medical efficacy for reducing the likelihood of leg discomfort, 
swelling and the risk of deep vein thrombosis [DVT] was established in 

a 2001 clinical study also published for the first time in The Lancet. The 
study showed that using the same medical principles on which medical 
compression stockings are based, travel stockings effectively prevent 
economy-class syndrome [DVT] when worn on long-haul flights. The 
study included more than 200 subjects, and none of participants who 
wore travel socks suffered a deep venous thrombosis [blood clot in the 
deep leg veins]. However, 10% of the participants who did not wear 
travel socks developed an asymptomatic deep vein thrombosis in the 
lower leg after their long-haul flight.
Regarding the differences in medical socks/stockings, “each sock —
whether it is a medical compression, thrombosis prophylaxis or support 
stocking—has its intended use,” says Dr. Ernst Pohl, CEO of EuroCom, 
the European compression therapy association. “While medical 
compression stockings are the best proven therapy for vascular disease 
within ambulatory patients, anti-thrombosis stockings have already 
been proven for many immobile patients to effectively prevent the 
formation of thrombosis. These three kinds of stockings [or their names] 
should certainly not be lumped together in any reference or study.”

Your SIGVARIS representative is glad to answer any questions you 
may have about the differences between anti-embolism stockings, 
medical compression stockings and support stockings. For more 
information, please contact us at sigvariscares@sigvaris.com.

Medical News:
Small difference, big effect: medical compression stockings, 
support stockings or anti-thrombosis stockings! 

Remember: “TEDS are for beds!” Graduated compression 
stockings should only be used with ambulatory patients.










